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CHAIR 
 

Rosemary Agnew 
Scottish Information Commissioner 

 
FOR THE MOTION 

 
AGAINST THE MOTION 

 

Mhairi McGowan 
Head of Service, ASSIST  

Christopher Stacey 
Co-Director, Un-lock 

 
Graeme Pearson MSP 

Justice Spokesperson (Lab) 

 
Maggie Mellon 

Independent Consultant 
Vice-Chair British Association of Social Workers 

 

 

Members and Non-Members Welcome 
1½ hours of CPD time may be claimed by Advocates, Solicitors, Police, CJSW 

Suggested contribution towards cost of event £5 (£1 student/unwaged) 
Refreshments available from 6.15 pm   Debate commences 6.30 pm  

 
To assist with planning please notify us of your intention to attend by e-mail to info@sastudyoffending.org.uk 

 
For further details please contact: 

Irene Cameron, SASO Glasgow Branch Secretary, Association Management Solutions, PO Box 7225, Pitlochry, PH16 9AH 

e: info@sastudyoffending.org.uk   t: 01796 473556   w: www.sastudyoffending.org.uk 
Honorary Branch President:  Hon Lady Rae     Branch Chair: Sheriff D Scullion       Honorary Branch Secretary: Prof Cyrus Tata 

Registered Scottish Charity No: SC008124   

  

 

 
Thursday 8 October 2015 

6.30 pm 
 

St George’s Tron  
163 Buchanan Street, Glasgow, G1 2JX 

(Click here to see map) 

This House Believes that  the Increased Use 
of Disclosure of Criminal History is in the 

Public Interest 

http://www.sastudyoffending.org.uk/
https://goo.gl/OhxuDv


 

 

 

 

 

Rosemary Agnew was appointed as Scottish Information Commissioner on 1 May 2012 for a fixed term of six 

years. She previously held the posts of Chief Executive of the Scottish Legal Complaints Commission and Assistant 
Ombudsman at the Local Government Ombudsman, and so is familiar with operating within a regulatory 
environment. Her extensive public sector experience (which has ranged from policy and business development to 

complaints handling) includes managing authority compliance with freedom of information laws. She has first-hand 
experience of leading the development of an open culture in a Scottish public authority essential, in her view, to 
achieving FOI compliance. 

Rosemary holds a Masters in Business Administration (dist) from Manchester Business School.  As Scottish 
Information Commissioner, Rosemary is responsible for the enforcement and promotion of Scotland's freedom of 
information law. She has a keen interest in developing a framework of continuous improvement of public authority 
FOI practice during her term of office. She considers that the statutory obligation of FOI can also be an enabler for 
authorities in terms of both effectiveness and transparency: FOI is the key to many rights and freedoms in our 
society and also a significant driver to good public authority practice. 

 

Mhairi McGowan is Head of Service for ASSIST & Domestic Abuse Services within Community Safety 

Glasgow. ASSIST is a key risk reduction intervention, aimed at increasing the safety of victim/survivors and their 

children and is the only Scottish project to have SafeLives Leading Lights Accreditation.  ASSIST was Scotland’s 

first Independent Domestic Abuse Advocacy project and supports female and male victims  through the criminal 

justice process.  Co-located with Police Scotland, ASSIST has expanded from a small city based project to 

covering most of the West Command of Police Scotland, making the service available to nearly half of Scotland’s 

population.  Previously, Mhairi spent 10 years in Women’s Aid and 22 years in the Civil Service where her 

particular focus was building multi agency cooperation in both policy and practice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Graeme Pearson was a police officer before entering the Sottish Parliament.  He joined Strathclyde Police at 

the age of 19, and was in the Police Service for 38 years, rising to the position of Deputy Chief Constable of 
Strathclyde Police and then Director General of the Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency.After leaving 
SCDEA, he became an Honourary Professor and Head of Glasgow University’s Institute for the Study of Serious 
Organised Crime. 

Graeme was elected as a MSP for South Scotland in May 2011, and currently serves as Scottish Labour’s Shadow 
Justice Secretary.  

 

 

Christopher Stacey is the Co-Director for Unlock (www.unlock.org.uk) – a charity covering England  

and Wales which provides information, advice, support, training and advocacy, dealing with the ongoing 
effects of criminal convictions.  He is responsible for overseeing the charity’s services and policy work. 
 
He is one of the country’s foremost experts on the criminal record disclosure system, and in understanding 
the long-term effects associated with having a criminal record.  He supports and challenges employers and 
others in their use of criminal records.  He has a Master of Laws degree and is a 2014 Winston Churchill 
Fellow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maggie Mellon works  independently to support organisations with service development, influencing and 

public policy, strategic planning and evaluation. She is a registered social worker with CQSW, and an MSc with 
post graduate qualifications in management, research, child care and protection. She has experience in case and 
service review, in investigations, and service change and development.  
 
Maggie has significant experience of governance on both sides of the board table. She was formerly Director of 
Children & Family Services at Children 1st, is a former Chair of the Scottish Child Law Centre and is currently a 
a Non-Executive Director of NHS Health Scotland and Vice Chair of the British Association of Social Workers. 
 

 

http://www.unlock.org.uk/

